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As a proponent and champion of unions,
Mr. Whiston fostered a strong working rela-
tionship with all unions in the district, which
was instrumental in settling contracts that kept
jobs in the district, balanced the budget, and
saved valuable taxpayer dollars.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today to honor Mr. Whiston for achieving this
accolade. | am confident his fantastic work
with Dearborn Public Schools will transcend
into his tenure as Michigan’s next State Su-
perintendent.

———

HONORING LOS CERRITOS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 4, 2015

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, congratula-
tions. Los Cerritos Elementary School in Long
Beach, CA was recently selected as a 2015
U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon
School, an honor shared by several other
schools in the Long Beach Unified School Dis-
trict.

The dedicated faculty and staff, students,
and families who share the same ideals of
conservation and sustainability in their com-
munity are commended for integrating these
ideals while meeting state education stand-
ards. Through hands-on application of activi-
ties such as farming and recycling, students
become good stewards of their communities
and environment and expand the margins of
their K-5 education. Additionally, the campus
has adopted new technologies to bring their
existing infrastructure up to efficient standards.
In sum, Long Beach Unified School District
has saved approximately $4.9 million in en-
ergy costs across multiple school campuses.

Los Cerritos Elementary School is the fifth
school in the school district to receive this dis-
tinction. | am proud that Long Beach continues
to be a leader in green education and | en-
courage other schools, at all levels, to follow
suit in adopting and implementing the leader-
ship necessary to reduce environmental im-
pacts. The environmental instruction being de-
veloped by Los Cerritos Elementary as well as
previously recognized Green Ribbon Schools
should be a model for adoption by all schools
nationwide. The value of a quality education to
our community cannot be overstated, and in-
vesting in green education will offer great re-
turns to our future.

HONORING MRS. CAROLYN SIMS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 4, 2015

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mrs. Carolyn Sims, who is retiring after
over 26 years of public service in Tarrant
County. The communities where she has
served in various positions over her career are
better places because of her efforts.

For over a decade | had the privilege of
working with Mrs. Sims during her tenure.
However, her service and commitment began
long before we met, and will have a lasting im-
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pact beyond her official duties’ end. After
graduating from the University of North Texas,
Carolyn began working at a bank until she
shifted to public service in education, as a
middle school teacher and then as a school
counselor. Mrs. Sims then served as the
President of the Colleyville Chamber of Com-
merce as well as for the Arts Council of North-
east Tarrant County.

During the 2003 legislative session, State
Representative Vicki Truitt recruited Mrs. Sims
to serve as her chief of staff in Austin. After
returning to North Texas, Carolyn returned to
her education roots and began to work for the
Town of Westlake, Westlake Academy Foun-
dation, and then the Northwest ISD Education
Foundation. Finally, Carolyn utilized her con-
nections and skills to serve the residents of
Northeast Tarrant County as the 3rd Precinct
County Administrator for Commissioner Gary
Fickes.

Over the course of her career, Carolyn has
been recognized multiple times for her signifi-
cant contributions to the North Texas commu-
nity. In 1994, she received the Women’s
Award for Business by the Women’s Shelter
Legacy. In 1995, she received recognition
from the Northeast Leadership Forum as the
“Outstanding Community Volunteer”. Adding
to her accolades, the Star Telegram named
Mrs. Sims the 1999 “Woman of the Year”,
while the Business Press named her the
“Most Influential Woman” the same year.

As Carolyn retires, her community service
and dedicated work will be greatly missed.
During her service of over 26 years, spanning
from school board to chief of staff, Carolyn ha-
bitually placed others ahead of herself. It is my
privilege to honor such an outstanding citizen
in the U.S. House of Representatives.

————

A TRIBUTE TO SARAH ELIZABETH
WILLIAMS, SEPTEMBER 3, 1918-
MAY 9, 2015

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 4, 2015

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to an extraordinary woman and a life-
long friend to my family, the late Sarah Eliza-
beth Williams.

Sarah Elizabeth Williams was born on Sep-
tember 3, 1918 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
She was the oldest of four children and the
only daughter born to Rev. Charles E. Wil-
liams and Ethel Davis Williams. Her three
brothers, Charles, Matthew, and James pre-
ceded her in death.

When Sarah was very young, the family
moved to historic La Mott, a suburb of Phila-
delphia, located in Cheltenham Township in
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. In 1885
the village was officially named for the famous
abolitionist and suffragette, Lucretia Mott, who
had moved to the area in 1850. Many long-
time residents like Sarah as well as new ones
were proud of their community’s heritage
which stood as an important landmark in black
history. One of the first communities to en-
courage integrated living, the village rep-
resented a turning point in the social and ra-
cial development of residential communities in
the post-Civil War era. “Roadside”, the home
of Lucretia Mott, was a stop for slaves trav-
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eling the Underground Railroad north to safe-
ty.
yAfter graduating from Cheltenham High
School, Sarah moved to Norfolk, Virginia, at-
tending Virginia Union Jr. College for two
years. She took classes in English, Biology,
and Zoology, before returning home to help
look after her three brothers following her
mother’s illness and death.

For many years, Sarah worked as a techni-
cian at the Fels Research Institute at Temple
University in Philadelphia. Her marriages
ended in divorce, but out of the union she had
one child, Sandra.

Always looking to explore new horizons,
Sarah took the Federal Civil Service exam and
moved to Washington, D.C., in 1950 to secure
employment in the federal government.

Sarah, affectionately known as “Gramm” by
family and friends, worked for H.E.W. in
Washington, D.C., and the Army Corps of En-
gineers in Gravely Point, Virginia. She trans-
ferred to the U.S. Department of Justice in
1963, and worked there in the Civil Rights Di-
vision. At the Department of Justice Sarah
provided support to several attorneys, among
them her heroes, Thurgood Marshall, and As-
sistant Attorney General, John Doar.

In 1968 and 1969, Sarah traveled with legal
teams to Montgomery and Birmingham, Ala-
bama, and to Chicago, lllinois, to help prepare
briefs for various trials. The duration of these
trips ranged from three days to as many as
three weeks for the trial in Birmingham. One
important case in 1980 involved an appeal in
a suit alleging brutality and other unlawful
practices on the part of the Philadelphia Police
Department. Sarah always said her work with
the attorneys in the division to combat racial
and various other forms of discrimination in
housing, education, and employment, while
enforcing civil and voting rights, gave her a
sense of pride and purpose and she received
many special achievement awards for her
“Superior Performance”.

Sarah retired in 1983 but always stayed
connected to her former colleagues, and in
2007, was the oldest former employee to at-
tend the Commemoration of the Department of
Justice Civil Rights Division’s 50th anniversary
at the Georgetown University Law Center in
Washington, D.C.

Prior to retirement, Sarah began living with
her daughter and her husband, E. Lucien Cox,
in Montgomery County, Maryland. She was a
wonderful influence in the lives of her three
grandchildren and family friends, providing
them with much of her wisdom and experi-
ence. Sarah’s example helped them to appre-
ciate the value of hard work, commitment, and
best of all, joie de vivre.

After retiring Sarah was able to travel to in-
teresting places throughout the world, become
more active in her church, and dote on her
seven great grandchildren, as well as volun-
teering with reading programs at local schools.
She continued to be active until age 87, when
her health began to fail.

Sarah, to quote Maya Anjelou, was truly a
“phenomenal woman”, who always seemed to
be ahead of the curve. Her interest in ecology
and nature, and even encouraging the grand-
children to recycle, goes back 45 years. She
also stayed relevant by listening to and engag-
ing young people. They learned from her and
she learned from them and respected their
views.

Sarah’s sense of humor was legendary. Ev-
eryone who met her knew she never missed
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